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NAME POSITION
Robert D. Woodberry Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, The University
eRA COMMONS USER NAME of Texas at Austin

woodberry

EDUCATION/TRAINING

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE YEAR(S) FIELD OF STUDY

Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL BA 1987 International Politics

Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, CA MA 1993 Cross-Cultural Studies

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN MA 1997 Sociology

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC PhD 2004 Sociology

A. POSITIONS AND HONORS
Positions and Employment

1988-1990

2004-Present
2004-Present
2005-Present
2007-Present

Instructor, Shandong Polytechnic University, Peoples Republic of China

Faculty Research Associate, Population Research Center, University of Texas at Austin
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Texas at Austin

Adjunct Professor, Department of Religious Studies, University of Texas at Austin

Adjunct Professor, Division of Statistics and Scientific Computation, University of Texas at
Austin

Honors, Other Experience and Professional Memberships

1996-1998
1998-1999
1998-2000
1999
2000
2000

1998-2001
2001

2001

2001-2002
2001-2002
2002

2002
2002-2003
2003

2003-2004

2004
2004

2004-2005
2004-2009
2005
2005
2005

2005

Consultant, Religious Influence and Identity Project, Pew Charitable Trusts

Associate Editor, Social Forces

Consultant, Secular Revolutions Project, Pew Charitable Trusts

Topic Consultant, Annual Review of Sociology

Consultant, Adolescent Health Survey-Wave 3

Consultant, Evangelical Christianity and Political Democracy in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, Pew Charitable Trusts and the Ethics and Public Policy Center

NSF Democracy Traineeship, University of North Carolina

Consultant, Morality, Culture, and the Power of Religious Faith: Explaining the Effects of
Religion in Social Life, Pew Charitable Trusts

Outstanding Published Article Award (with B. Steensland, J.Z. Park, M.D. Regnerus, L.D.
Robinson and W.B. Wilcox), Sociology of Religion Section, American Sociological Association,
for The Measure of American Religion, Social Forces 79(1):291-318.

Consultant, Religion, Political Economy and Society Project, Harvard University, R. Barro, Pl
Consultant, Religion in an Age of Terrorism, Pew Charitable Trusts

Invited Speaker, Religion, Political Economy and Society Project, Weatherhead Center for
International Affairs, Harvard University

Consultant, on Recoding Denominations on Religion Surveys, American Religion Data Archive
Nominations Committee, History of Sociology Section, American Sociological Association
Invited Speaker, Spiritual Capital: Promises and Pitfalls, Workshop on Spiritual Capital:
Developing a New Interdisciplinary Field, Templeton Foundation, Cambridge, MA

Consultant, Survey Questionnaire Design, Malawi Diffusion and Ideational Change Project-
Wave 3

Distinguished Article Award Committee, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion

Invited Speaker, Protestantism and Democracy, Symposium on Christianity and Democracy:
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox Contributions, sponsored by Journal of Democracy and the
Ethics and Public Policy Center, Washington, DC

Faculty Fellowship, Humanities Institute, The University of Texas at Austin

British Studies Junior Fellow, The University of Texas at Austin

Chair, Distinguished Article Award Committee, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion
Advisory Board, Baylor Longitudinal Survey of Religious Behaviors and Values

Invited Speaker, Restricting Religious Liberty and its Social Consequences in the Middle East,
Conference on Mission in the Middle East: NGOs and the New Evangelism, Middle East
Institute, Columbia University

Invited Speaker, Religion and the Economy, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Rochester, NY (segment of SSSR presidential address).



2005 Invited Speaker, Religion and Economic Development, Symposium on Global Economies and
the Impact of Religion, Metanexus Institute, Philadelphia, PA

2005-2006 Consultant, Survey Questionnaire Design, Malawi Diffusion and Ideational Change Project-
Wave 4

2005-2008 McNamara Award Committee, Association for the Sociology of Religion (Chair 2007)

2006 Invited Speaker, Missionary Higher Education and Its Consequences, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, China

20006 Invited Speaker, Colonial Origins of Post-Colonial Development. Emory.

2006 Recipient, Cogdell Award for outstanding research by a junior faculty member, CFN, UT-
Austin

2006 ICPSR Summer Training Fellowship in Historical Demography.

2007 Consultant, Colonialism and Its Legacies, Cornell University.

2007 Invited Speaker, The Economic Performance of Civilizations, University of Southern California,
Economics Department.

2007 Invited Speaker, Combining Historical and Statistical Research, Boston University.

2007-08 Consultant, Religion Survey Data Expansion Project (RELSDEP), Notre Dame Center for the
Study of Religion and Society.

2007-08 Nominated Chancellor’'s Council Outstanding Teaching Award, UT-Austin.

2007-09 Constant H. Jacquet Award Committee, Religious Research Association (Chair 2008)

2008 Nominated Friar Centennial Teaching Fellowship, UT-Austin (most prestigious UT award for
undergraduate teaching)

2008 Invited Speaker, Religion, Innovation, and Economic Progress, Council on Foreign Relations.

New York, New York.

Present Ad Hoc Reviewer: American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Social
Forces, Social Science Quarterly, Sociological Quarterly, Review of Religious Research,
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion,
Research on Aging, Mobilization: An International Review,

Present Member: American Sociological Association; Population Association of America, Society for
the Scientific Study of Religion; Religious Research Association; Association for the Sociology
of Religion; Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture American
Economics Association; American Political Science Association;

B. SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Woodberry, R.D. 1997. Review of The Right and the Righteous: The Christian Right Confronts the Republican
Party. Review of Religious Research 39(2):191-92.

Woodberry, R.D. 1997. Review of Religion and the Culture Wars: Dispatches from the Front. Review of
Religious Research 39(2):190-91.

Woodberry, R.D. 1997. Review of God at the Grassroots: The Christian Right in the 1994 Elections. Journal for
the Scientific Study of Religion 36(2):335-336.

Woodberry, R.D. 1998. Review of Resurgent Evangelicalism in the United States: Mapping Cultural Change
since 1970. Social Forces 77(1):396-98.

Woodberry, R.D. 1998. Review of Beyond Missionaries: Toward an Understanding of the Protestant Movement
in Central America. Review of Religious Research 39(3):278-79.

Woodberry, R.D. and C.S. Smith. 1998. Fundamentalism et al.: Conservative Protestants in America. Annual
Review of Sociology 22:25-56.

Welch, M., D. Leege and R.D. Woodberry. 1998. Pro-life Catholics and Support for Political Lobbying by
Religious Groups. Social Science Quarterly 79(3):649-663.

Woodberry, R.D. 1998. When Surveys Lie and People Tell the Truth: How Surveys Over-Sample Church
Attenders. American Sociological Review 63(1):119-122.

Woodberry, R.D. and H.E. Aldrich. 2000. Planning and Running Effective Classroom-Based Exercises.
Teaching Sociology 28(3):241-248.

Steensland, B., J.Z. Park, M.D. Regnerus, L.D. Robinson, W.B. Wilcox and R.D. Woodberry. 2000. The
Measure of American Religion: Toward Improving the State of the Art. Social Forces 79(1):291-318.

Woodberry, R.D. and H.E. Aldrich. 2000. “Making Classroom Exercises Work” The Teaching Professor.
14(8):4.



Smith, C.S. and R.D. Woodberry. 2001. Sociology of Religion. In The Blackwell Companion to Sociology, J.
Blau. (Ed), pp. 100-113. Cambridge, UK: Blackwell Publishing.

Ammerman, N. and R.D. Woodberry. 2001. Graduate Education in the Sociology of Religion. ASA Sociology of
Religion Section Newsletter 7(2):1-2.

Woodberry, R.D. and T.S. Shah. 2004. Christianity and Democracy: The Pioneering Protestants. Journal of
Democracy 15(2):47-61.

Woodberry, R.D. 2005. Spiritual Capital. In Spiritual Information, C.L. Harper, Jr. (Ed), pp.12-19. Philadelphia,
PA: Templeton Foundation Press.

Woodberry, R.D. and T.S. Shah. 2005. The Pioneering Protestants. In World Religions and Democracy, L.
Diamond, M.F. Plattner, P.J. Costopoulos (Eds), pp. 117-132. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University
Press.

Ammerman, N., W. Cadge, M. Pefia, R.D. Woodberry and O. McRoberts. 2006. On Being a Community of
Scholars: Practicing the Study of Religion. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 45(2):134-148.

Woodberry, R.D. 2006. Reclaiming the M-Word: The Consequences of Missions for Nonwestern Societies.
The Review of Faith and International Affairs 4(1):3-12.

Woodberry, R.D. 2006. The Economic Consequences of Pentecostalism. Society 44(1):29-35.

Woodberry, R.D. 2007. Missions and Economics. In Encyclopedia of Missions and Missionaries. New York,
NY: Routledge.

Woodberry, R.D. 2007. Modernity. In Encyclopedia of Missions and Missionaries. New York, NY: Routledge.

Woodberry, R.D. 2007. Religious Liberty. In Encyclopedia of Missions and Missionaries. New York, NY:
Routledge.

Woodberry, R.D. 2007. Missions and Palitics. In Encyclopedia of Missions and Missionaries. New York, NY:
Routledge.

Woodberry, R.D. 2007. The Social Impact of Missionary Higher Education. pp. 99-120 in Christian Responses
to Asian Challenges: A Glocalization View on Christian Higher Education in East Asia. Philip Yuen Sang
Leung and Peter Tze Ming Ng (eds.). Hong Kong: Centre for the Study of Religion and Chinese Society,
Chung Chi College, Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Woodberry, R.D. 2008. Pentecostalism and Economic Development. pp. 157-77 in Markets, Morals, and
Religion. Jonathan B. Imber (Ed.) with a preface by Peter L. Berger. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction
Publishers.

Woodberry, R.D. 2008. How Do We Deal with the Baggage of the Past?: The Legacy of Missions in
Nonwestern Societies. International Journal of Frontier Missiology. 25(1):19-25.

Woodberry, R.D. 2009. The Social Impact of Missions. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement.
Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library.

Woodberry, R.D. forthcoming. Exploring the Relationship between Pentecostalism and Democracy. In Spirit
and Power: The Global Impact of Pentecostalism. A. Butler, D. E. Miller, and K. H. Sargeant (Eds.).
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Woodberry, R.D. forthcoming. Religious Sources of Economic and Political Institutions. Oxford Handbook of
the Economics of Religion. Rachel McClearly (Ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Woodberry, R.D. forthcoming. Conclusion. Introducing World Christianity. C Farhadian (Ed.). Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell.

Gallego, F. and R.D. Woodberry. under review. “Christian Missions and Education in Former African Colonies:
How Competition Mattered.” Journal of African Economies.

Zhai, JE and R.D. Woodberry. under review. Religion and Education in Contemporary Taiwan (1990-2005).
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.

Woodberry, R.D. under review. Dividing Elites: Religious Liberty, Protestant Competition and the Global
Spread of Democracy. American Sociological Review.

C. RESEARCH SUPPORT DURING THE LAST THREE YEARS
Ongoing Research Support

# 0648292 (J.Gerring & J. Mahoney, PIs) 04/01/07-03/31/09

National Science Foundation

Colonialism and its Legacies: A Comprehensive Historical Dataset

This project will develop a comprehensive historical dataset focused on Anglo-European and Japanese
overseas colonialism since the fifteenth century.

Role: Collaborator




Research Award (R. Finke, PI) 07/01/08-06/30/09
Templeton Foundation, Pennsylvania State University

Stimulating Research and Discovery in the Study of Religion: An Initiative by the Association of Religion
This project focuses on improving the use and access to previous data collections related to the social
scientific study of religion for scholars across a variety of disciplines.

Role: Principal Investigator of Subcontract

Research Award (R.D. Woodberry, PI) 08/01/08-09/01/09

Templeton Foundation

Extending the Project on Religion and Economic Change

This project provided funding to allow the PI to finish writing and publishing the results from a previous project.
The previous project involved the collection of historical data related to the social impact of Christian missions
on societies around the world.

Role: Principal Investigator

Jack Shand Research Grant (R.D. Woodberry, PI) 05/30/2008-05/30/2009

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion.

Measuring the Effect of Religious Competition in Latin America

This project entered census and religious data and reconstructed the shapes of historic ecclesiastical
jurisdictions and historic provinces/municipalities in Latin America so that we can measure the effect of
Protestant/Catholic competition on pastoral activity, education, and medical services provided by the church
and measure the long-term consequences for indigenous communities.

Completed Research Support

Research Award (R.D. Woodberry, PI) 03/01/05-08/31/07

Metanexus Institute

Project on Religion and Economic Change

This project is evaluating the historical influence of religion on the economy at the national, communal and
individual level.

Role: Principal Investigator

5 R01 HD050142 (S. Watkins, PI) 06/15/05-05/31/08

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development to the University of Pennsylvania

Religious Organizations, Local Norms, and HIV in Africa

The principal aim of this proposed study is to collect new data on religious organizations to examine how the
organizations and their "moral communities" influence responses to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Malawi.

Role: Co-Investigator

Summer Research Assignment (R.D. Woodberry, PI) 06/01/06-08/31/06
Faculty Development Program, The University of Texas at Austin

Colonial Origins of Post-Colonial Economic Development

This grant provides supplemental funding to the Project on Religion and Economic Change.
Role: Principal Investigator

Research Award (R.D. Woodberry, PI) 12/07/01-12/07/03

Louisville Institute, Lilly Endowment.

Data on Protestant and Catholic Missionary Activity and Its Implications for North American Religion.

This project paid to enter historic data on Protestant and Catholic missionary activity, education, and medical
work and to geo-reference and link this data over time.

Role: Principal Investigator.



